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BY WALTER SCOTT. 


“Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept!” 
—1Cor, xv. 0. | Pact. 


— 
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CHRISTIAN ORDER. 
NO. 3. 


For this purpose left ] thee in Crete, that thou mightest set in order things wanting 
and appoint in every city Elders as | appointed thee,—Titus, 1——5. 


It is clearly attestedi=by reason, eiperience, and the fitness of things, that every 
society, whether civil, religious, or political isin a disorganized state without its regular 
officers for the enforcing of the rules and regulations necessary fur the preservation of 
the peace, harmeny, and good order of the community. 

It is likewise fully established by the history of all communities, that the welfare of — 
its component parts depends upon the appointment of gual: fed officers for the mainte- 
nance of the laws, principles, or maxims by which they are held togéther, regulated, 
and maintained as a corporate body. Every society is founded upon, and bound to- 
gether by come fundamental Maxim or maxims of truth acknowledged, which are asso 

ciated with its very existence as a body and upon which its welfare and prosperity de 

d. 
g Foe we do not depend upon inference and analogy alone for proof of the propo 
sition which we wishto sustain, viz: that “The Church of Jesus Christ is in a disor- 
ganized siate or is out of order without qualfied men to fill the offices which were 
created by the head of the Church.” The Apostle Paul settles this matter jn Titus } 
5. For this purpose left I thee in Crete, that thou mightest set in order things wanting 
and appoint in every city Elders, &c. Now the churches which were planted in thecitices 
of the island of Crete, were considered by the Apostle as out of order ; and he leaves 
Titus there for the declared purpose of setting in order things wanting, or necessary to 
perfect it, viz: to appointin evergeity Eldcrs, Bishops or Overseers. We consider this 

passage es irrefragabie the existence of Bishops or Eldersin the eburch » 
iadispensably nec essary to its order. 

It is argued by many that the office of Bishop ceased witb the age of the Apostis; 

- an d that the revelation of God being completed, it has superseded its necessity. Insur- 
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port of this they affirm it was a spiritual gift; and all spiritual 
gifts, say they, ceased with the ageof the Apostles. In proof of 
this they refer to Eph. 11, where pastors are mentioned asa spirit- 
ual gift; but till they can satisfactorily show (which I believe can- 
not be done) that these pastors were christian Bishops their argu- 
ment founded upon this passage falls to the ground. But ad- 
mitting these premises, does it follow that because there are none 
in thisage who can claim being inspired in the same way, there- 
fore the office has ceased? No; as well might we urge, 
and with equal point that because there are no teachers now who 
are supernaturally gifted or qualified to instruct and edify the 
church they also have ceased: or that the church having lost her 
inspired gifts has herself also ceased to exist! I apprehend the 
reason why the gifts of Apostles, Prophets, and Evangelists have 
ceased, is because the necessity for them has ceased + also because 
they were given to accomplish a certain object and when that was 
accomplished the necessity for them ceased and consequently they 
were done away. With regard to the assertion that the necessity 
for Bishops has ceased inthe church apprehend it to be altogether 
gratuitous: however, in order to ascertain satisfactorily whether 
the church, in this age, requires the services of such men as Paul 
commanded Timothy to appoint in Ephesus, and Titus in Crete, 
let us inquire into the duty they were required to perform. Their 
first duty is to rule the church of God, Tim. iii 5, by enforcing 
those rules and regulations appointed by Jesus Qhrist for the pre- 
servation of harmony and good order in his church. The breth- 
ren who contend that the church in this age is more tractible than 
it was in the primitive age must be very superficially acquainted 
with the history of the present reformation; for I am convinced 
that none who have witnessed the flagitious violations of de- 
cency and good order which have come under my observation, 
would pretend to say the congregation of the Lord does not require 
men of wisdom and experience to conduct its internal affairs and 
watch over the brothren in love. Their second duty is to feed 
the church of God, Acts 20—28, by administering those whole- 
some doctrines and inculcating those holy lessons of practical piety 
incumbent upon all the disciples, and with which the scripture 
every where abounds. But, says one, every disciple who can read 
has it in his or her power to derive scriptural nourishment and 
consolation from the Bible itself. True, but there are many feeble 
as well as babes who desire the ugadulterated milk of the 
word that they may grow thereby. whose Weak hands require to 
be upheld and whose feeble knees need to beStrengthened, Besides’ 
the importance of teaching isderived from the fact, that it constitutes 
oneof the qualifications of a Bishop to be apt to teach; another of 
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the duties of elders is by sound doctrine both to confute and con- 
vince gainsayers, Titus 1—9. | would ask, are there no gain- 
Sayers now to confute, are there no vain talkers to silence, no 
unruly to govern, no feeble ininded to support? the church never 
has as yet existed without babes, the feeble minded and the weak. 
It is a fact that cannot be gainsayed that it is impossible for the 
Churcl: to attend to the instituted order of the Lord’s house without 
some one exercising the Bishop’s office; this “fact” alone is suf- 
ficient to upset every ergument that may be advanced to shew 
that the necessity for elders has ceased. It matters not how the 
meeting is opened or called to order whether it be by prayer. sing- 
ing a song, or reading a chapier, the brother who attends to either, 
exercises the overseer’s office in this particular to all inteats and 
purposes, 

I think it bas beeen fairly shown thatthe order of a church is 
deficient without the appointinent of qualified men to filk the 
Elder’s office; aud that ‘here exists as much necessity for them in 
this age of the world, as there ever existed. We wish now to pro- 
the following query for consideration; is it expedient or 
lawful for a church to appoint men to this office who do not exce! 
‘in all the qualifications specified by Paul to Timothy and Titus? 
This is a subject in which all the disciples are interested and it 
certainly is of immense importance to the congregation of Jesus 
@hrist: for it is impossible for the church to assume that rank, 
and exert that influence in the world to which she was appointed, 
without she has mea of wisdom, experience, and foresight, well 
skilled in the word of righteousness to watch over the brethren; to 
instruct, admonish, exhort, console, reprove, and confute, and so 
conduct the ioternal affairs of the church as to aid in the accom- 
plishment of the great purposes of edification and conversion. It 
must be admitted there is no qualihcation laid down in Timothy 
and ‘Titus that is “nonessentiai” but there are undoubtedly some 
of more importance than others. For instance, experience is indis 
pensible in a Bishop; for to appoint an inexperienced and unskilful 
novice to this office, is not only rendering him liable to fall into 
the condemnation of the devil but it is actually putting the cause 
of Jesus Christalsoin jeopardy. An intimate acquaintance with 
the word of God is also indispensible, because the ability to per- 
form the duties of teaching, exhorting, reproving, and ruling, &c., 
necessarily depends in a great measure upon it; holding fast the 
faithful word as they have been taught, tliat they may be able by 
sound doctrine, both toexhort and convince gainsayers. But I do 
‘not apprehend from what the Apostle says concerning the wife and 
family of a Bishop that it is necessary for lim to have either, in 
order to qualify him for the office: he says the Bishop must be the 
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husband of one wife: this was undoubtedly said with a reference 
to the practice of polygamy which existed in those days, and it 
_ expressly forbids him from having two wives, but does not necesa- 
rily imply that he should have any to qualify him for the office. 
In like manner with regard to his family the qualification does 
not consist in his having children, but in their being obedient to him 
“having faithful or obedient children not accused of riot, or unruly.” 
That the first Bishops had not these qualifications in the same 
degree or to the same extent may be fairly inferred from the follow- 
ing scriptures, Romans [2.6-9. Tim. 5.-17. Let theelders that 
rule well be counted worthy of double honor especially those who 
laborin the word and doctrine; this plainly imported there were 
some who excelled in ruling, and some who excelled in teaching a!- 
so. I make this remark <n account of some who contend that because 
the person who desires this office is not possessed of all these quali- 
fications in the same extent, therefore he is disqualified for the office. 
The fact of one person never excelling in all these qualifications, 
shows at once the necessity ofa’ plurality or a Presbytery in ev- 
ery church; one person may excel in teaching, another in exhort- 
ing, another in ruling, &c., and the direction of the Apostle is, — 
for every one to aftend upon that in which he excels; those who 
exhort, on exhortation, those whoteach on teaching, those who 
rule on ruling. By so doing we shall be enabled to embody in 
a Presbytery, men who shall excel in all necessary qualifications ; 
but those who look for one man in this age who shall excel in ev- 
ery gift will I think be disappointed; for if they did not exist in 
the primitive age, whenthe church was enriched with every gift 
and where it was necessary tosetit completely in order we cannot 
reasonably expect to find them in this degenerate age. D. E. 


SERMON BY SIR WALTER SCOTT. 


DISCOURSE II. 


‘THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 


1. “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standetl 
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

2. “But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night. 

3. ‘And he shall be hke a tree planted by the riversof water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall 
4. “The ungodly are not so; but are like the chaffwhich the wind driveth away. 
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5. ““Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the con. 


gregation of the righteous; 
6. “For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous ; but the way of the ungodly 
shall perish.”"—Psatm 1, 


Asa prelude to the various lessons of holiness, which his lyrical compositions 
contain, the Psalmist, in the very first verse of these divine hymns, has treated, 
in general, of the condition of the righteous and the wicked, the blessings which 
Providence has destined for the former, and the misery and wretchedness to 
which the latter are certainly conducted, by the indulgence of their evil propen- 
sities; or, as the Rubrick expresses it—the happiness of the godly, the unhappi- 
nessof the ungodly. 

In the first and second verse is described that line of conduct by which man, 
apprvaching as nearly to the full discharge of his duties, as his finite and imper- 
fect faculties permit, may be supposed, in some sort, to merit the temporal and 
and spiritual blessings annexed to obedience to the law of God. And here it 
must be observed, that the duties peculiarly inculcated, are those which imme- 
diately regard our Creator: and thatthose which we owe to our brethren of man- 
kind, though of equal obligation, are postponed on the present occasion the fear 
of God being the root and source out of which our leve to our neighbor must 
spring, aud ou which it must be grafted, otherwise it will, like wilding fruit, bear 
neither substance nor flavor. ‘The qualities required of him who would obtain 
the blessing promised in the text, are of two kinds, negative and positive. 

“The man is blessed,” saith our text, “that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scom- 
ful.”’ In general, these three expressions may be considered as relating to the 
same general proposition, and as amounting to a peremptory prohibition on the 
religious to frequent the society and company of the ungodly. The cause of 
this interdict is too obvious to be insisted upon. Man, naturally a social anima’, 
is led by example to good or to evil, and the best may have enough to do in re- 
sisting the evil propensities of his own bosom, without the being strengthened and 
enforced by the contagious intercourse of those who are in the dai-y practice of 
indulging their passions. ** Be not deceived,” saith the Apostle; *‘evil commu- 
nication corrupts good manners’? ‘The surest bond for our own continuing in 
the right path is to abstain from the counsel which causeth to err, 

But as error and its causes may be various, so the verse we have read, branches 
out iato three especial warnings, respecting the various kinds of evil communi- 
cation which are eschewed and avoided by him whom the Psalmist pronounced 
blessed. 

“He walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly ;’’ thatis, he seeks not their 
society, nor joins with them in their modes of reasoning, adopts not the selfish 
and worldly-wise arguments by which they impeach perhaps the truth and sanc- 
tity of the word of God, or enervate the energy of his precepts, or gloss over and 
apologize for their own neglect of religiousduties, ‘The divine may be doubt- 
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less called upon by his office, and other men, by circumstances annexed to their 
situation in society to hear such reasoning in the mouths of sceptics and volup- 
tuaries; and it is in such cases the duty, not of the clergyman alone, but of all 
who are competent to the task to refute and repel the sophistries of the profane 
and ungodly. ‘This, however, 1s not walking by their counsel, but a marching 
in Opposition to them—it is a going forth against them in the name of the Lord 
God of Israel whom they have defied, and at no time is the character of the 
righteous man more venerable, than when, with the calmness which the subject 
requires, and the gentleness which compassion for a blinded sinner ought to in- 
spire, but without a shadow of fear or of doubt, be stands forth, like Elihu, the 
champion of the good cause: nor can he further depart from his characte: 
(passively at least) than when a mean and timid listener to doctrines, which if 


they shake not his own faith, may corrupt that of others, he is a patient audi- 
tor of the counsel of the ungodly. | 


Secondly. The man is blessed who standeth not in the way of sinners. In 
the former clause of the verse we are prohibited to listen to the theory of sin; in 
ibis we are forbidden to afford countenance by presence and acquiescence to the 
practice. We are not to lay the flattering unction to our souls—I have been 
with drunkar Js, but I was not drunkea—I have been with men of vio'ence, but 
I partook not in theirs aggressions—I wasin company of an evil troop, but I com- 
mitted not evilalong with them. Is it then no evil to defile the hands that should 
be pure, and the eye that should be single? Let us not permit the sight of guilt 
to familiarize our hearts to the practice of it; foreven if we could be confident 
in our own godliness, (as God knows such confidence is in itself a sinful rash- 
ness) how many may be misled by the apparent countenance which our presence 
has afforded! How many, ever. of the ungodiy themselves, may have been 
strengthened in error, by supposing the guilt of tlieir actions could not be so 
great, since a professor of righteousness contiqued the voluntary witness of what 


they did! Wherefore let us beware that we countenance not sin by standing in 
the path of sinuers. 


Thirdly. Nor sitteth he, whom the psalmist describes, in the seat of the 
scornful. ‘There is a grave and delusive reasoning which causeth to err—there 


is an ¢ e of sin which is more seductive than sophistry—but there is a 
third, and to many dispositions a yet more formidable mode of seduction, arising 
from evil communication, It is the fear of ridicule,a fear so much engrafted 
on our nature, that many shrink with apprehension from the laugh of scorners, 
who could refute their arguments, resist their example, and defy their violence. 
There has never been an hour or an age in which this formidable weapon has 
been more actively employed against the Christian faith than our own day.— 
Wit and ridicule have formed the poignant sauce with which infidels have 
seasoned their abstract reasoning, and voluptuaries the swinish messes of pollu- 
tion, which they have spread unblushingly before the public. It is a weapon 
suited to the character of the Apostate Spirit himself, such as we conceive him 
tobe—loving nothing, honoring nothing, feeling neither the enthusiasm of religion 
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nor of praise, but striving to debase all that is excellent, and degrade all that is 
noble and praiseworthy, by cold irony and contemptuous sneering. 

We are far from terming a harmless gratification of a gay and lively spirit 
sinful and even useless. It has been said, and perhaps with truth, that there 
are tempers which may be won to religion, by indulging them in their natural 
bent towards gayety. But supposing it true that a jest may sometimes hit him 
who flies a sermon, too surely there are a hundred cases for one where the ser- 
mon cannot remedy the evil which a jest has produced, According to our 
strangely varied faculties, our sense of ridicule, although silent remains in am- 
bush, and upon the watch during offices of the deepest solemnity, and actions 
of the highest sublimity; and if aught happens to call it into action, the sense 
of the ludicrous becomes more resistiess from the previous contrast, and the 
considerations of decorum, which ought to restrain our mirth, prove like oi! 
seethed upon the flame. ‘There is also an unhappy desire in our corrupt nature, 
to approve of audacity even in wickedness, as men chiefly applaud those feats 
of agility which are performed at the risk of the artist’s life. And such is the 


Strength and frequency of this unhallowed temptation that there are perhaps 
but few, who have not, at one time or other, {a len into the snare, and laughed at 


that at which they ought tohave trembled. But, O my soul, come not thou into 


their secret, nor yield thy part of the promised blessing, for the poor gratification 
of sitting in the seat of the scorner, and sharing in the unprofitable mirth of fools, 
which is like the cracking of thorus under a pot! 

The second verse contains the positive employment of the righteous man.— 
His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night. ‘The object of the righteous is to fulfil what the patriarchs of our church 
have well termed “the chief end of man—to glorify God,” namely, “and to 
enjoy him forever; * and that he may qualify himself for this, his study is in 
the Holy Scriptures. He is satisfied with no ceremonious repetition of the 


Sacred Book, by rote, but thathe may come to a true knowledge of the things 
belonging to his salvation, he meditetes upon them by day and night, searching 


out the hidden meaning and genuine spirit of those texts which others pass over, 
as hard to be understood. We know the attention bestowed by men of learning 
upon human laws, and how long a portion of their time must be devoted to 
study ere they can term themcelves acquainted with the municipal laws of any 
civilized realin; and is it then to be imagined that the laws of the Supreme az, 
to be understood ata slighter expense of leisure than those of earthly legisla- 
tors? Be assured, that when we have meditated upon them, as in the text, by 
day and night, our time will even then have been lost, unless faith hath been our 
commentator and interpreter. 
The third verse describes, by a beautiful eastern simile, the advantages with 
_ which the forbearance from evil counsel, from the cqgmpany of sinners, and from 
the mirth of scoffers and blasphemers, must needs be attended. And he shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of waler, that bringeth forth his fruit in hjs 
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
In one point of view this striking promise may be supposed to refer to temporal - 
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blessings, which, under the theocracy of the Jews, were more directly and more 
frequently held forth as the reward of the righteous, than under the dispensa- 
tion of the Gospel. We must own, also, that even in our own times, religion 
is sometimes the means of procuring temporal prosperity to its votaries. ‘T’he 
more a man meditates upon God’s law, the more he feels it his duty to render 
his life useful to his fellow creatures. And tried honesty, approved fidelity, 
‘devoted courage, public spirit, the estimation created by a blameless conduct, 
and the general respect which even the profane bear to a man of conscience and 


honesty, ofien elevate to eminence; and happy is it for the land when such are 
its princes and governors, or are possessors and distributors of its wealth and 


fulness. But though this be true, we shall err grossly if we conceive temporal 
felicity is ‘here alluded to as, being either the appropriate or the unvaried 
reward of righteousness. Were this the case, an earthly, inadequate, and 
merely transient reward would be unworthy of spiritual merit; and were it to 
be the certain and unvaried consequence of a due discharge of religious duties, 
I fear that though the banks of the Jordan might be more thickly studded than 
at present with frees fair and flourishing in outward appearance, the core of 
many would be tainted with rottenness; or, without a metaphor, men who were 
not openly profane, would drive a trade with their religion, under the mask of 
hypocrisy. 

It is safer, therefore, to view the blesssed state of the righteous, ag consisting 
in thatcalm of mind, which no one can enjoy without the applause of his own 
conscience, aad the humble confidence in which, with mingled faith and hope | 
the good man throws himself on the protection of Providence. His leaves 
which wither not, but clothe him as well in the winter of adversity, as in the 
spring and summer of prosperity, are goodly and comforting reflections, that in 
whatever state he is called to, he is discharging the part destined for him by an 
affectionate and omnipotent Father ;—and his incorruptible frurts rendered in 
their season, are good and pious thoughts towards God, kind and generous ac- 
tions towards his fellow-creatures, sanctified, becau:e rendered in the spiritand. 
with the humble faith of a Christian. 

The ungodly are not so, saith the next verse; but are like the chaff which 
the wind driveth away. | 

If the righteousness of the just is sometimes followed by temporal prosperity 
the wickedness of the profane is yet more frequently attended by temporal pun- 
ishment. ‘The cause of this is obvious: He that does not fear God, will not 

Li regard man. He that has disbelieved or defied the divine commandment, has 
only the fear of temporal punishinent left to prevent him from invading the law 
of society; and the effect of this last barrier must be strong or weak, in propor- 
tion to the strength of passion and the greatness of temptation. And hence 
that freqvent introduction to the history of great crimes, that the perpetrators 
began their course by disuse of public worship, breaking the Lord's day, and 
» maleet of private devotion, and thus opened the way for themselves to in famy and 


a 


é 


The Evangelist. 249 


toexecution. How many in a higher class in society, languish under diseases, 
which are the consequence of their own. excesses, or suffer indigence and con- 
tempt, through their own folly and extravagance. 

But, as prosperity in this life is neither the genuipe nor ihe certain reward of 
the righteous, so neither is temporal adversity the constant requital of the un- 
godly. On the contrary, we have seen the wicked great in power, and flourish- 
ing like a green bay-tree; yet could we have looked into his bosom at that mo- 
ment of prosperity, how true we should have found the words of the Psalmist! 
The sophistry which he borrowed from the counsels of the ungodly, gives no 
assurance of happiness, and leads him to no solid or stable coclusion; the wit 
with which the scorner taught him to gloss over his opinions, has lost its brilliancy 
—behind him there is remorse; before him there is doubt. While the godly is 
fast moored on the Rock of Ages, he isa stormy sea, without a chart, without a 
compass, without a pilot. The perturbed reasoning, the secret fears of sucha 
one, make his thoughts indeed like he chaff which the winu drives to and fro, 
being as worthless ani’ profitiess as they are changeable and uncertain. A per- 
son, distinguished as much for his excesses at one period of his life, as he was 
afterwards for his repentance, mentioned after his happy change, that one day 
when he was in the full career of wit and gayety, admired by the society of which 
he appeared the life, while all applauded and most envied him, “he could not 
forbear groaning inwardly, and saying to himself, 

*O that I were that dog!" 


looking at one which chance‘ to be inthe apartment. Such were the secret 
thougnis of one who had followed the counsel of the ungodly, walked in the 
way of sinners and sale in the seat of the scornful. Regretting the past, sick 
of the present, fearing the future; having little hope beyond a gloomy wish for 
annihilation, he was willing to exchauge all the privileges and enjoy meats of 
wit, understanding, and intellettual superiority, for the mean faculties, and 
irresponsible existence of a beast that perishes. He must have been indeed like 
chaff tormeuted by the wind, ere he could nave formed a wish at once so dread- 
ful and so degrading! 

The fifth verse following out of the theme which the Psalmist proposed, in- 
forms us, that the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous. After death cometh the judgment. How 
strict how terrible that judgment shall be, we may learn from the blessed Apos- 
tle in the second epistle to the ‘Thessalomans.t Then shall that wrecked be 

revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming. Will it then be received as an 
apology, that the sophistries by which the ungodly were misled, were ingenious, 
that they Were urged with plausibility, and rendered diverting by wit? Alas! 
my brethren, we are in‘ormed in the ‘same passage, that the strength of their 
deception is part of their very crime. God placed evil and good, truth and 
falsehood before them, and gave them means of judging betwixt them, and em- 


bracing that which they should choose; and the having forsaken good for vite? aia 
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and the truth of the gospel for the vain sophistries of men, is the very crime of - 


which they were accused. And for this cause, (says the Apostle) God shail 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie; that they all might 
be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleasurein unrighleousness.* It 
is,then that the Divine Shepherd wil] forever separate the goats from the sheep, 


that the blessed Husbandman shall purge the floor of the garmer with his fan, — 


that the Captain of our Salvation shall leave uo spies id bis camp, and the 
King of our glory endure no traitors in his tenitory. 

The concluding verse of the Psalm vindicates in a few words, the promises whieh 
have been made to the righteous and the judgments which have. been denounced 
againstthe ungodly. Fur the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, but the way 
of the ungodly shall perish. The omniscience of the Diety is the touchstone by 
which the merits of the righteous, and the guilt of the wicked, shall ultimately be 
determined. No false opinions formed concerning them during life, can deceive 
that unering Judge; no counterfeit, however brilliant, can pass for pure gold; 
no forgery, however ingenious, can supply the place of the testimonial which he 
demands. The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous. He was pezhaps 
lightly esteemed among his fellow-men, considered as an uusocial and scrupu- 
lous devotee, an er.emy to free investigation, because he walked not by the coun- 
sel of the ungodly; a severe censurer of harmless levities, because he stood not 
_ in the way of sinners; a foe to innocent mirth, because he satnotin the seat 
of thescomer. Let himnevertheless come boldly before the heavenly Judge; 
He knoweth his ways. When his left hand knew not the good deeds which 
were wrought by his right, the Lord beheld them. His eye was upoo him in 
sulitude and secrecy,and his Spirit guided him during his daily and nightly med- 
itations on hislaw. At the time when the righteous was perhaps most miscon- 
strued by his brethren of men, he was most acceptable to his heavenly Father, 
who knew his way—not his actions only, howev er secret,but the Somssed upon 

which these actions were founded. 


Again, let not the wicked confide in the refined hypocrisy with which he may 


have been able to deceive men, nay, perhaps to cheathimself by blending ac-— 
uons of apparent merit, and sentiments in themselves praiseworthy ,with a course” 


of life, such as that which the Psalmist has denounced. If he be an undermi- 
ver of God’s law, and a scoffer at his commandments, what will it avail him, 
tat he has given alms, and distributed to his pooorer brethren the food that per- 
ishes, while he was dashing from their lips, and trampling in their presence, upon 
the bread of eternal life? Good deeds, whether done to be seea of men, or flow- 
_ ing from the natural disposition of the human heart, tq relieve itself from the 
pain attending the sight of distress however appiauded by those who witnessed 
them, will sink to their proper leveband esmation in the eyes of the Divinity, 
which wil! not view themas an atonement for a life spent in the habitual breach 
of his Law, and contempt of his commandments. Theway of the ungodly shalt 
perish. 
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Wherefore may we all find grace in God, for the sake of Christ Jeete, to la- 


bour and improve the time until we passinto the awful presence of Him who 
searcheth the heart and trieth the reins. 


REFORMATION. 
NO 5. 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MORAL AND RITUAL REFORMATION 
Brother Scott. 


Jesus declared, “He that eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and [will raise him at the last day.” For 
the purpose of understanding this part of the will of God, we will 
remark that the christian institution was prefigured in the Mosaic 
which was composed of rituals, and moral obligations. The 
Christian institution like the Mosaic, has its ritual, and moral ol - 
ligations, and each ritual has its respective morals; the ritual of 
iinmersion connected with faith and reformation, gives full right to 
all Christian privileges. The wordreform means to change from 
something to some other thing; thethings to be reformed fromare 
connected with baptism and the things to be reformed to are con- 
nected with the ritual called the Lord’s supper. I shall here name 
some of the things tobe reformed from; maliciousness, controver- 
sies, murders, adulteries, fornication, thefts, false testimonies, cal- 
umnies, uncleanness, lascivi lousness, sorcery, enmity, strife, emu- 
lation, wrath, braw lings, factions, ill words, sects, envyings, intox- 
ication, revelings, lying one to another, passion, evil desire, cor- 
rupt discourse, bitterness, anger, wrath, clamor, detraction, false- 
hood, deceit, covetousness, extortion, speaking evil of men, fight- 
ings, ‘hatred of one anothe 2r, Vicious machinations, malevolence, 
fraud, immodesty, arrogance, levity, self-love, money-love, pride, 
boasting, defamation, disobedience to parents, ingratitude, bargain 
breaking, incontinence, fierceness, hatred of good men, obstinacy, 
love of pleasures, lusts of the flesh, vainglory, provocation of one 
another, and some other sins. ‘hesé are the things which we are 
commanded to reform from. 

The next consideration are the things to be reformed to. “Iam 
that bread which came down from heaven,” said Jesus, alluding 
(perhaps) to the commemorative ritual of the Lord’ssupper. “Man 
shall not live by bread only but by every thing which God is 
pleased to appoint.” The commands of negation are connected 
with baptism; but the things which thou shalt do are connected 
with the bread of life by which the christian shall live if he con 
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tinues in them according to God’s appointment; first, assemble 
on the first day of the week; offer magne prayers, inter 
cessions, and thanksgivings for all men, examine yqurselves; 
partake of the bread of life; exhort one another; sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs; practice temperance, godliness, meek- 
ness, long-suffering charity peace, edification, love, joy, gentleness, 
goodness, fidelity, speaking asthe oracles. Be sincere, honest, 
easy tobe persuaded, continue in the Apostle’s doctrine, and in fel- 


_ lowship, be slow to anger, subjectto governmentj obe y magistrates, 


be ready to every good work, speak evil of no man,.switt to 
hear, slow to speak, give to the needy, bear with one another, and 
forgive one another, walking in wisdom towards those who are 
without let your speech be always with gracefulness, knowing 
how you ought to answerevery one; be sober minded, be of one 


spirit, one mind; embrace with meekness the implanted word, be 


be doers of the word, take care of widows and orphans in their af- 
flictions and keep yourselves unspotted from the world; owe no 
man any thing unless to love one another, with some other 
morals. These are the thing to be reformed to when you come to- 
gether to eat the Lord’s Supper, examine yourselves in order 


that you may be fully persuaded that vou have reformed from 


these worldly evils and that you have reformed to all the righteous 


_ deeds connected with the Supper according God’s appointment. He 


who eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks judment to him- 
self, not distinguishing the Lord’s body. It is by the moral obli- 
gations of the Gospel being connected with their respective rituals, 
that the disciples are to distinguish the body ofChrist(the Church.) 
The Jews continued to obey the ritual part of their institution, | 

after they had neglected the moral, in this they corrupted God’s 
theocracy. Christians who are always faulting the Jews have 
have gone onestep further than those whom they accuse, for they 


~ have corrupted both morals and rituals. In the Christian institu- 


tion we are assured that these derangements are not compatible 
with the will of God; for he is not the author of confusion, but of 
organization and order. Let us then turn our attention to 
God’s appointments as they came from their author. Paul to 
Timothy “I exhort first of all that prayers, supplications, - 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all.” &c— 
Thus we understand that one duty prepares us for another; faith 
prepares us for reformation, and reformation for baptism, and 
baptism prepares us for supplications, prayers, and thanksgivings, 
and these for the Lord’s Supper, ont the Lord’s supper for teaching 
and admonishing each other by psalms hymns and spiritual songs. — 
Paul did not reprimand the Colitthiane or taking the bread and 
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wine before they attended to other duties, but because they did not 
wait for their brethren. This shows that the supper was among 
the early duties of the Lord’sday, otherwise the Appostle would 
have objected to the time as well as manner. Paul refers to the 
night when Jesus was betrayed to convince the Corinthians of 
their error. ‘There are four things to be noticed in reference to 
that night, eating the passover, the Lord’s supper, washing of feet, 
and the instruction Jesus gives to his apostles; there is nothing said 
in the Apostolic writings of the passover or the washing of feet; 
so I say nothing about them. Mark informs us that after the 
supper(not before) they sung a hymn. John informs us that after 
the supper he gave an address to his apostles; this fills five chapters. 
I conclude from these testimonies that prayers, supplication, and . 
_ thanksgiving ought to be the first service of the Lord’s day; the 
next thing is the incorporating ritual, viz: the Lord’s supper, which 
fits and prepares the disciples for performing all the duties assign- 
ed them by the Apostolic writings. Christians are exposed to two 
sorts of transgressions one is the neglect cf doing the things which 
we are commanded “Thou shaltdo.” ‘The other is doing what 
We are commanded “Thou shalt not do.” The latter is that 
dangerous sort of transgression by which sin entered the world.— 
It was by Adam’s doing what God commanded he should not do, 
that sin entered into the world. Then it behoves Christians to 
guard against those transgressions by which sin entered the world, 
and death bysin. P. H. 


A KEY TO THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Continued from page 224 
THE CHRISTIAN SECTS, 


OR HERESIES ALLUDED TO IN THE EPISTLES. 


Wues the religion of Jesus began to be spread abroad in the world, it had no, 
only to struggle with avowed adversaries, such as the Jew and the Pagan, by 
whom its professors were exposed ts all manner of external disgrace and calam- 
ities; but it had to support itselfin al’ its native purity, dignity, and excellences 
against the corrupt doctrines whie? many of those whom it received into its 
community had brought with chea from the Jewish or Pagan systems; for un- 
der these two denominations were all mankind at that time included ; and both 
a very corrupt, as to be far ore capabie of imparting infection, than of becom- 
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I, 


Or the Jews who became Christians, there were, besides such as had been of 
the sect of the Pharisees, &c. others that had imbibed the particular opinions of © 
the Essenes and the Gualanites. : 


THE ESSENES. 


Tue Essenes seem to have been of very remote antiquity. They mig! 
take their rise from that dispersion of their nation, which happened after their 


being carried captive ito Babylon. The principal character of this sect 
was, that they chose retirement; were sober, were industrious; had all things in 


- common ; paid the highest regard to the moral precepts ofthe law, but neglected 
* the ceremonial, any farther than what regarded bodily cleanliness, the observa~- 


tion of the Sabbath, and making an ann‘al present to the Temple of Jerusalem, 
They never associated with women, nor admitted them into their retreat; but 
gladly embraced every fair opportunity of supporting and enlarging their society, 
by rearing, breeding, educating and instructing other men’s children, as if they 
had been their own. By the most sacred vows though they were in general 
averse to swearing, or to requiring an oath, they bound all whom they initiated 
among them, to the observance of piety, justice, fidelity, and modesty; to con- 
ceal the secrets of the fraternity, preserve the booksof their instructors, and with 
great care commemorate the names of the angels. To them in all likelihood 
the apostle alludes, wheu he inveighs against those who forbid to marry, who 
command to abstain. from meat, and who, through ‘a voluntary humility, pay 
worship to angels. But a more particular description of these errors the reader 
will find below in the account of the Ist Epistle to ‘Timothy. 


THE GUALANITES. 


Tne Gualanites were Galileans who had this name given them from one Ju- 
das Theudas, and Guals, ia Upper Galilee: who in the 10th year of Jesus 
Christywhich was the last of Augustus, and 10 years afier the death of Herod the 
Great, excited his countrymen the Galileans, and many others of the Jews, to 
take arms and venture upon all extremities, rather than pay turibute to the 
Romans. The principles he infused into his party were, not only that they 
were @ free nation, and ought to be in subjection to no other, but that they were 
the elect of God, that he alone was their governor, and that, therefore, they 
ought not to submitto any ordinance of may, And thuugh he was unsuccessful, 
insomuch that his party in their very fist ateempt were entirely routed and dis- 
persed; yet so deeply had he infused his ewn enthusiasm into their minds, that 
they never rested, till in their own destrucion they involved the city and tem- 
ple. To this wild and frantic party seems tc be addressed many of those pas- 
sages in the New Testatinent, wherein obedierce to magistracy is so piously 
and rationally inculcated, 
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THE NAZAREENS. 


Tu Pharisecs seem to have composed the chief body of those Christian cen- 
verts, who in the earlier times were distinguished by the appellation of Naza- 
reens. ‘These though they embraced Christianity, yet entered so little into the 
real spirit and genius of it, that they were still fond of the beggarly elements and 
carnal ordinances of the ceremonial law, ‘I'orepress this their ‘inordinate su- 
perstition, seems to have been the intention of the severity with which the law 
is treated in the apostolic writings, where not only circumcision is exclaimed 
against, but we are taught to let no man judge us with regard to meats or drinks, | 
or the observance of holy days, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath; which 
were a shadow of things whereof Christis the substance.* 


II. 


£ 
THE GNOSTICS, 


Or the Gentiles who were converted to Christianity, the most dangerous and 
pernicious kind were those who were infected with the Egyptian philosophy; a 
system, asit was then taught, entizely chimerca! and absurd. The Christians 
of this sort assumed to themselves the name of Gnostics; a word of Greek deri- 


vation, implying a knowledge superior to that of other men, This word does 
not occur in the New ‘Testament; but 


THE NICOLAITANS, 


of whom mentioa is mace in the Apocalypse of St. John,t seem to have been 
wf the Guostic sect; as were also 


THE CERINTHIANS; 


for mostof the errors{ maintained by Ceriuthus, opposed in the Gospel of St. 
John, may be derived from the sane source. 

When we say the Gentile converts weve chiefly liable to the Gnostic infection, 
we must not be understood to exclude those of the Jewish race, many of 
whom were tainted with it, but they seem to have derived it from the Essenes}. 


THE EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY. 


Tue maintainers of this philosophy held, that the Supreme Being, though in- 
finitely perfect and happy, was uot the creator of the universe: for according 
to them, matter too was eternal. ‘The Supreme Being who resides in the im_ 
vane of space, which they called Pleroma, or fulness, produced from him- 


eSee Colossians ii. 16, 

tSee this sect described in a note to Revelations, 

See thein described at large in the account of St. John's Gospel. 
$See the account of the first epistie to Timothy, §c. a 
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self, say they, other immortal and spiritual natures, stiled by them ons,* who 
filled the residence of the Deity with beings, similar to themselves. Of these 

_ beings, some were placed im the higher regions, others in the lower. Those in 
the lower regions were nighest to the place of matter, which originally was an 
inert and formless mass, till one of them, without any commission from the De- 
ity, and merely to show his own dexterity, reduced it into form and order, and 
enlivened some parts of it with animal spirit. The being who achievd all this, 
they called the Demiurgus.+ But such was the perverseness of matter, that when 
brought into form, it was the source of all evil. The Supreme Being, therefore, 
never itended to have given it a form; but, as that had been now done, he, . 
in order to prevent mischief as much as possible added to the animal spirit 
of many of the enlivened parts, rational powers. The parts to whom rational 
powers were thus given, were the original parents of the human race; the other 
animated parts were the brute creation. Unluckily, however, the interposition 
of the Supreme Being was in vain; for the Demiurgus grew so aspiring, that he 
seduced men from their allegiance to the Supreme Being, and diverted all thier 
devotion to himself. 


These are the outlines of this phantastic philosophy. The corruptions flowing 
from it, when adapted to Christianity, were these. They held that the God of 
the Jews was Demiurgus; that to overthrow and subvert the power of this Dem- 

»  ijurgus, Jesus one of the celestial A2ons, was sent by the Supreme Being to en- 
ter into the bodyofthe man Christ, in the shape of adove; that Christ by his 
miracles and sufferings, subverted the kingdom of the Demiurgus; but when 
he came to suffer, the A2on Jesus cairied alongwith himself the soul of Christ; 
and left behind upon the cross, only his body and animal spirit: the Old Testa- 
ment ought to be rejected, as having been the means whereby the Demiurgua 
supported his influence among men; thatthe serpent who deceived Eve, ought 
to be honored, for endeavoring to rescue men from the slavery to the Demiur- 
gus; and, finally that we ought not to marry, or procreate cliidren, because in so 
doing we generate matter, which is the source of al! evil; and that there is no 
resurrection of the body, because the’ body is material. 

Against this philosopiiy, and not against true science of any kind, are all 
thuse iexis of the New Testament levelled, which seem to arraign philosopy.— 
This is that philosophy which is there described as vain, deceitful, tradiuonary 
formed upon the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. These are the 
profane and old wives fables; the endless genealogies vain babblings, and 
opposition to science so called, which we are to reject, and not to give heed to. 
And of these sophists, or Gnostics, as they called themselves, the apostles 
write when they say, **There are certain men cept in unawares, who were be- 


2 


* Jon, in Greek, proporly signifies the age of man, but having been employed by 
philosophers to express the duration of spiritual and invisible beings, the beings them 


selves were afterwards figuratively called nos, or Durations, &c, 
ti. e. The operator, artificer, ur workman. 
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fore of old ordained to this condemnation; ungodly men, turning the grace of 
our God into laciviousnes, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ."* —Andagain, “* Now, if Christ be preached that he arose from the 
dead, how say some among you that there is no resurection ?”’+ 


+Jude 4. t1 Cor. xv. 12 


LEGION. 
OR 


“ TWELVE YEARS OBSERVATION AND EXAMINATION OF MR. CAMP- 
BELL'S THEORY AN 


BY MATTI 


RACTICE OF REFORMATION, 
W GARDNER, 


AN ELDER IN THEICHURCH OF CHRIST.” 


We have seen and spoken to\ the author of the pamphlet that 
bears the above title. Our firgt and our last interviews with 
him were about two years aparNfrom each other. During that 
time we had been compelled to listente many disagreeable reports 
of bis abusive opposition to those who are struggling to restore 
Christianity to its pristine simsplicity. We first saw him in 
Cincinnati. Our first interview gave us no favorable impression 
of his discernment; but if be would humble himself to remain in the 
obscurity for which only he isfitted there would be less sin in his» 
mental imbecility. At our last interview our surprise to see him 
take a seat with our laboring brethren atthe big meeting already 
spoken of, was great; But it became greater still when we saw 
him ascend the pulpit in company with the brother who was _ to 
address the audience ; and greatestpof all when he himself actually 
addressed the congrerauion, from Rom. 5c. 

He would, I dare say, have styled his sermon Justification; but 
any one in the secret of his hypocrisy, would have with more pro- 
priety styled it Ti: tification; for never did a man of his inferior 
powers employ greater cant for the purpose of becoming all things 
to all men, if by any means he might impose upon some; and he 
succeeded to adegree ; for some of the brethren actually concluded 
that he had attained to a unity of views with themselves and 
with the Apostles. ‘To me, however, his conduct was disgusting. 
Reynard did not deceive me. I knew the old fox was not dead, but 
only winked clase the more easily to impose on those from whom 


he intended to run away. 
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For effect he told his experience, a tale so pious that if it had 
not been so threadbare perhaps some others besides himself might 
have cried about it. His whining was equally childish and barren 
of effect. How shameful for a man calling himself a minister of 


_ Christ to be so effeminate and to practise such chuckling. What 


should we think of one of ourlaborers were he on the occasion 
of a great meeting to assemble witha number of Methodist minis- 


‘ters, salute them, style them brethren, ascend their pulpit, and 


finally addresstheir audience in so deceitful a style as to impose 
upon the majority of all present and cause them to believe that he 
was become of one sentiment with themselves? So contemptible 
a doing would not, I am persuaded, draw forth a single word of 
approbation from any disciple among us. 

There is howevera reason, for every thing; and no person | am 
persuaded can read Matthews pamphlet without irresistible im- 
pressions that the cause of his untiring hostility to the disciples 1s 
his own mean antbition to be thought as old in christianity as any 
of us. 

Speaking of the various Christian communities which arose in 
1801-2-3 among other ambitious mattter he says—‘it is notin 
our power to annihilate tw enty five or thirty years of our existence 
to let Mr. Campbell come in before us so that he may wear the 
laurel.” Wear the laurel! this is pure unsophisticated*human na- 
ture truly; and [ do hope that Mathew may be permitted et preach- 
ings hencelorth to wear a sprig; a feather of laurel would become 
him well; if there isa bush within a rodof usthe nexttime we 
meet I will put one in his cap as sure as a gun. 

We know, says he again, in the opening of his pamphlet, the 
term is often used “they have come over to the reformation,” this 
is a term which Mr. Scott has often made use of. A term,—Dear 
Matthew, when you scribble again remember the fable of the 
frog in the meadow, and do not, we pray you, burst the belly of 


the King’s English. “They Waive come over to the reformation” 


is aterm is it? Why I should think that the distinguished pamphi- 
leteer were better skilled in arithmetick than to call seven terms 
one term; but if words are to be used in this magdaleen latitude 
then it will excuse me for telling those who enquire after the cog- 


bomen of the whole performance that it is “Legion for we are 


many.” 
The truth will cut its way out even though entombed in a tub of 


tallow. Hark what Matthew says, and learn, reader, the secret 


cause of that inward pain which consumes his vitals as well as of 
the outward fury by which he would, if he could, consume others. 
“T wish the reader to understand” says he, “that I am willing to 
meet all the children of God upon the gospel where no one can say 
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tothe other J was first in the reformation. First in the reforma- 
tion! Aye, there it is; there is the cause why the reformation is to 
be put under the ban. Matthew Gardner cannot in the order of 
things straighten up himself and stalking hke an emperor say 
«First in the reformation” I. How different the case between big 
Matthew and little Paul, who instead of turning heretic, or refu- 
sing to go forward in the gospel, or of envying his brethren who 
were in Christ before him, acknowledged their seniority with 
gladness and sealed his acknowledgment too with a kiss and with 
all goodly words. Salute Andronicus, says he, and Irenia my 
kinsman and my fellow prisoners who are of note among the 
apostles who also were in Christ before me. 

Now if the reader does not in the flowers,which we have culled 
from cousin Mathew’s garden read the true cause of his hosiility 
to our brethren I must say that he ts no great witch of a diviner. 
To me it is perfectly obvious that Mathew Gardner feels his pride 
wounded by all that has occurred. He hates to have it said that 
he owes any leading or important sentiment to any one; or that 
any one was before him in the order and faith of Jesus; and rath- 
er than acknow ledge obligation in this point he would resist the 
truth as it is in Jesus and slander the disciples of the son of God— 
call them the dssciples of a man—the “fraternity of Mr. Cam 
bell”!!! Most horrible!! What a traitor to the cause of Christ! al- 
ready the enemy rejoices; the party whocould see us damned for 
the aversion which they entertain to Baptism for remission have 
already laid hold of this vile abortive pamphlet and are trumpeting 
it all over the country in their newspapers, if by any means they 
may make gain in company with the Elder in the Church of 
Christ! who wrote the vile slander. 

Hark, Matthew Gardener, permit one word ;—If you belong tothe 
Son of God; if you are indeed achild, and an object of Christ’s per- 
sonal affection, and pass unpunished for the dishonor you have of- 
fered him and his in this pamphlet, then the writer understands 
nothing of the economy by which Christ blesses thcse who please 
him and chastises and rebukes those who offend. 


CHAPTER I. 


Let us now look at “the first chapter of Matthew,” and see 
what are its conten.s. It constitutes four diminutive paragraphs, 
with notes explanatory and illustrative by the author. ‘The first of 


these informs us that he had been a subscriber to the Christian» 


Baptist but got hurt with brother Campbell, on account of his 
having preferred the name disciple to that of Sieg a and for 


using and applying the name reformer to all who thought with 
him. 
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The second speaks of a people who had simultaneously appeared 
all over the United States about the years 1801-2-3 to plead for 
the Bible as their only guide in religion. 

The third informs us that “one plan of remission” that is by 
immersion, is contrary to Matthew’s own experience. 

‘And the fourth informs the reader that before the appearance of 
the pamphlet Matthew had determined to investigate the high and 
dictatorial pretensions of Mr. Campbell and “his “disciples.” 

In this brief space the exrressions Mr. Campbeli’s disciples, 
Mr. Campbell’s party, and Mr. Campbell’s sect, are used no fewer 
than eight different times! It is a fact, reader, these expressions 
occur eight times in the short compass of four paragraphs an | 
are read almost before you can draw as many breaths; and except 
this sigularity, which the silly author possibly hoped would cut two 
ways, there is nothing worthy of a single observation in the 
chapter. No doubt he thought this style of speaking would vex 
the brethren and scare from the examination of the debated ques- 
tion dur.ces like himself 


CHAPTER If. 


We therefore pass on to “the second chapter according to Mat- 
thew;” and will give it to the reader verbatim. It forms the 
back bone of the pamphlet—the text from which the subsequent 
part of Matthew’s song or sermon is said or sung,and isas perfect a 
misrepresentation of the truth in the case as ever was submitted to 
the public. Matthew in the preamble says tbat he has exaimined 
Mr. Campbell’s publications and has found out from them and his 
disciples that they “insist on their hearers to believe and practise 
six particular items, which they attempt to prove from a few pas- 
sages of scripture to be the Ancient gospel, as they call it.” Now 
what would the reader expect to have named as the six items con- 
stituting the elements of the ancient gospel? Why doubtless faith, 
repentance, baptism, remission, the Holy Spirit, and cternal life; 
but are these what Matthew has submitted in the second chapter 
according to his gospel? No indeed. On the contrary he files 
against us the following as the items of the ancient gospel! 

1. Pentecost was the day on which the kingdom was set up, 

2. The keys were given to Peter. 

3. Remission and the Holy Spirit by baptism. 

4. Breaking bread every first day. 

5. No influence of the Spirit in conversion, and 

6. Supernatural gifts are withdrawn from the church. 

Matthew says he has read, nay, examined Mr. Campbell’s pub- 


t 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 


The Evangelist. 261. 


lications. We shall admit this to be true. What then are we 
to infer from his having so grossly misrepresentd the case? that he 
is one of the biggest dunces that ever read Mr. Campbell’s periodi- 
cal? Surely he would not like this, and yet it is a fact that Mr. 
Campbell has inno part of his writings submitted these six mat- 
ters as being the Ancient gospel. Where, Matthew Gardner, has 
he made the giving of the keys to Peter a second part of the gospel ? 
In what publication, and what page of it, has he made the with- 
drawal of spiritual gifts a sixth part of the ancient gospel Singu- 
lar gospel truly—Miracles have ceased! Peter got the keys! The 
supper must be eat once a week! The gospel began on Pentecost! 
Is the person then who says those things, to be considered in the 
light of a dunce—one who cannot understand Mr. Campbell even 
when he reads, nay examines his publications? I will not say 
that he has lied in telling us that he had examined Mr. Campbell’s 
writings; or having read them that he has wilfully misrepresented 
them. No; Matthew did not make these gross misrepresentations 
intentionally. He is only too great a dunce to learn what Mr. 
Campbell wrote. Since 1527, faith, repentance, baptism, remis- 
sion the Holy Spirit, and eternal life have every where been 
preached, spoken and written of as the items constituting the 
ancient gospel; but Matthew has net ii s~ven years been able to 
learn this; and vet even the Baptists, the Presbyterians and all the 
other opposers of the ancient gospel have in that time learnt what 
we adjudge to be the six items constituting :ts first principles, viz: 
faith, repentance, baptism, remission, the Holy Spirit, and eternal 
life. 

But we shall let the reader see whether Matthew does not fully 
prove his own.dunceship and all that we have just said of his 
second chapter. 


“CHAPTER IL.” 


“A Summary of Mr. Compbell's System” 


“In christian honesty and in the fear of God, (for I have no interest in this 
matter, except my soul’s salvation, and the good of my fellow creatures,) | 
have for several years examined Mr. Campbell’s publications, have heard 
him and many of his disciples preach, and have found that he and his disciples 
uniformly insist on their hearers to believe and practice six particular items, 
which they attempt to prove from a few passages of scripture to be the Ancient 
Gospel, as they call it. The six particular tenets are— 

1, The kingdom of the Messiau was never set up until the day of Pente- 
cost; at which time he was crowned King, took the throne of the universe, gave 
his apostles authority to give laws, &c. 
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2. The keys of the kingdom of heaven were particularly committed to 
Peter, and he used them in opening the door of faith to the Jews on the day of 
Pentecost, and opening the door of faith to the Gentiles, at the house of Cor- 
nelius, 

3. The order of Messiah's kingdom is, that remission of sins and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit is “consequent upon or through immersion ;” C. B, vol v. page 
224, “No prayers, songs of praise, no acts of devotion in the new economy 
are enjoined on the unbaptized. Immersion next to faith isa sine qua non, 
without which nothing can be done acceptably. C. B. vol. v. page 223. We 
would als» refer our readers to C. B. vol v. page 132, where Mr. Carhphell 
Speaks of immersion standing between the sinner and Christ. | 


4. No church is in gospel order which does not meet every first day of the 
week, and commune, by taking the bread and wine, or asthey call it, “incet and 
break bread, &c. 

9. The Holy Spirit has no direct influence in converting or regenerating 

mankind now; but conversion or regeneration consists in a man’s believing the 
gospel, repenting of his sins, and uniting to the church by immersion. ‘This 
tenet Mr. C, illustrates by adducing the facts of Joseph and David—that there 
was achange when they leftthe pursuits of the shepherd's life. Joseph being 
exalted to be governor of Egypt, and David to be king of Israel: that new 
Objects were now presented to their view aad they engaged in new employments, 
&e. Mr. C. further illustrates this docuine by supposing an African slave to 
be removed frei a hut in Virginia, @a@ palace in Africa, says he, “old things 
are passed away, and all things are become new.” C. B. vol. it. page 171. 
Mr. C. also says in one of his essays on experiments! religiun, “but we are 
taught since those gifts have ceased, the Holy Spirit now operates upon the 
minds of men ouly by the word.” C. B. vol. i. page 186. 

I have taken much paius to know what the views of Mr, C. and his disciples 
are, respecting the influence of the Holy Spirit. Among those with whom I 
have conversed is Mr. J. ‘T’. Johnson; of Georgetown, Ky., who edits the Gos- 
pel Advocate. Ile said, “as men’s words communicate their spirit, so God’s 
word communicates his spirit.” ‘Thus Messrs. Campbell and Johnson agree, 
that the word is @ll, and that we are not to look for any spirit from God in this 
dayatall, InC,. B. vol. ii. page, 151, Mr. C. speaks of the Spirit dwelling in 
the church as asample. And many of his disciples talk about the Spirit being 
in the body of Christ ( the Church, ) and that no man can have the Spirit until 
he isin the body of Christ by immersion. 

6. The gifts of the Holy Spicit are taken away from the church, therefore the 
spirit does not qualify norsend any meu to preach the gospel in this day. But 
preachers are to learn from the Scriptures, and preach what they have learned, 
without praying for, or asking any aid of the Holy Spirit. If the reader has been 
accustomed to feading Mr. Campbell’s works, or hearing him or his disciples 
preach, he knows that Mr. C. leads the way and his disciples fullow, in decry- 
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ing called and sent preachers. ‘Therefore, we feel certain that none will accuse 


us of misrepresenting Mr. Campbell in this particular, | a 

The six foregoing items, in their order, will now be the next subjects of our 4 
examination. 
Broruer Scorr:— 


The Evangelist No. 7, was harded me by a fiiend. With ° & 

much satisfaction I read a piece signed Eusebius. The author no doubt will be 
as well pleased when corrected in a little mistake where he says; “because 
brother McCorkle had seen Smith's book and written a few pieces on the prophe- 
cies, jn which he had borrowed pretty largely, without saying any thing of the 
poor author,” &e. The layman has read neither Smith nor Winchester—is 
indebted for his ideas on the prophecies to no commentator on earthsdead’ o 
alive. <A declaration to this effect will appear in the Millennial Harbinger. 


The above is from the sturdy layman, who has been for some 
time writing on the Millennium, and contesting it with a writer in® 
the Millennial Harbinger under the title of “A Reformed Clergy- 
man.” Lcomply with b: other McCorkle’s wish and publish so much - 
of his letter as relates to Eusebius. Ep. 


LINES ‘ 4 

ENGRAVEN ON THE ENTRANCE OF THE JEWS’ BURIAL GROUND, GLascuW. ts 
O weep for those who wept by Bahel's stream, 

W hose shrines are desolate, whose land a dream; 


Weep foc the harp of Juda’s broken shell, 
Mourn, where their God hath dwelt, the godless dwell, 


O where shall Israel lave her bleedirg feet, 
And when shall Zion's songs again be sweet, 


And Juda's melody once more rejoice 
The hearts that leapt before its heavenly voice. 


Tribes of the wandering feet and weary 2reast, 
Where shall ye flee away and be al reat; 

The wild dove hath her nesi, the fox his cave, » 
Mankind, their country ; Israel, but the grave. 


. 


A Meritorious functionary—The Journal of Commerce states 

’ that a gentleman incidentally mentioned a fact to theeditors a day 
or two since with which we were very much gratified, viz: that i 
every Sabbath the Attorney General of the United States, Ben- ¥ 
jamin F. Butler, Esq., is seen at the head of a ¢Jass in Washing- 
ton, asa Sunday School teacher. There are men in the world 
far less distinguished than Mr. Butler, who would think it beneath 
them to engage in such acalling. But Mr. Butler has learned to 
ta more just estimate upon the character of the employment. 
There is no higher honor than to be engaged in the service of the 
King of kings. 


*, 
| 
% 
* 
a 
| 
| 
a | 
* 
4 
« 
¢ 
hy 
7 aa 


The Evangelist. 


PROSPECTUS, 


Tbe Curistian Preacttr will be a monthly, containing one or two Sermons 
or Essays, from living writers of the presept reformation. The first Sermon is 
to be by Mr, Alexander Campbell. Notwithstanding this difference in structure 
the work will accord with our other periodieals in genéral sentiment, while it can- 
not interfere with any of them. Its sphere will be different. During the year 
it will present every variety of style and topic, will favorably introduce to the 
ptbilic many writers who hitherto have spoken only over anonymous signatures, 
and will afford the reader not less than twelve nor more thap twenty dis- 
courses on separate and important topics with all the latitude any author can 
~*~ desires. In common papers, @says have to be restricted totwo or three pages» fs 
a) . or suffer violent fracture to accommodate the mouthly publication. The ¢ bris- 
i i tian Preacher will hold on long enough to satisfy both himself and his audience 
if he can. The re-publishing propensity of editors Will be no fault of the 
Preacher. He will borrow fromnone, and subscribers of other papers who at- 
yhend upon his ministrations will net pay twice forthe same matter, at least in 
‘the sane dress, Each contributor m#yhave a whole number to exhaust his 
magazioe of matter, and an opportunity to say all he can say on the subject of 
his choice. In a work of this kind, matter and style merit, and shall receive, 
equal attention. At the end of the year the numbers accompanied with an 
index and title page, if bound, will make one of the neatest volumes issued 
from the American press. As the writers will be gumerousand the subjects va- 
rious, the readers cannot fail to be pleased and instructed with the combined light 


of a constellation of intellect. | 
TERMS. 


The Christian Preacher will be printed in octavo form, on paper of superior 
4 quality, from new Pe, and will be neatly stitched and eaclosed in a printed 


— If the workineéts with encouragement, the first number will be issued January | 
mes! Ist, 1836, which as far as practicable will be followed by a No. on the firs, — 
Monday of each month, ash 

1. The tenns will 98 one collar per year for twelve months. 

2. Any person enclosing $5, in advance, post paid, shall have six copies 
ig sent toany address. He shall have thirte@n copies for $10, or 28 copies for $20. 
ie 3. These offermbeing so liberal, payment upon the receipt of the first No, will 
tg be requiréd of all petsons, except city subscribers and such responsible agents ag. 
shall become liable for five or ten copies: in such cases, within three months wil! 
- ta be considered in advance. _ It will be optional with the editor to stop the paper of 
any one who fails topayas above. | 

lg 4, All subscriptions miist commence with the first of a volume. Later sub- 
scribers can be farnished with the back numbers 

5. (7° All communications on business, must be post paid to receive aftention. 

Agents for our other papers, may be agents for this. Lists of subscribersshould 
be returned as early as December Ist,and before if practicable. 


Cincinnati, Sept, 1835. ~ D, S.BURNET. 
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